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e Etna Township Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, ll,ne 22nd
, 2010 in the Etna Township Community 

enterlAdministration Building for the purpose of conduc ting a special ffii~eting/public hearing. The 
eeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Carlisle. Jeff Johnson led the invocation and 
irginia Schaffled The Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call sltowed Trustees Jeff Johnson, Randy Foor, John 
arlisle and Fiscal Officer Walter Rogers present. 

stee Johnson moved to adopt the agenda. The motion was seconded by Trustee Foor and passed by 
animous affirmative vote. 

e public hearing was to consider a Supplemental Town:,hip License Tax per Ohio Revised Code 
ction 4504.18 for the construction, reconstruction, impr:wement, maintenance, and repair of township 

r ads, bridges, and culverts; for purchasing, erecting, and maintaining traffic signs, markers, lights, and 
s· gnals; for purchasing road machinery and equipment, an d planning, com,tructing, and maintaining 
s itable buildings to house such equipment. 

, stee Carlisle explained that after review ofthe township garage it is evident that we need a new 
t wnship garage. He estimates a new building would cost $250,000 dollars. The current building is full 

equipment. The township will be experiencing financial short falls. 

o Rogers explained most of the funds are coming down hill. On the issue of Real Estate taxes because 
foreclosures, rollbacks, etc. within the township and co lilty as a whole there will be at the minimum a 
o if not a 10% decrease. In the road and bridge fund thi; would be somewhere in the neighborhood of 
1 to $22 thousand dollars. In the general fund it will be significantly higher at $32 to $35 thousand 
liars less. Personal property taxes got rolled back five years ago when the State instituted the new 
mmercial activity tax along with the franchise tax on a Jive year roll out. The first check from the State 
Ohio on the roll back was only one-third of the amount it should have been and the State of Ohio 

dicated because of their shortage in the budget they could only issue one-third of the amount at this 

I e. That was $21 to $22 thousand dollars short that the township mayor may not receive later. FlO 
gers looks optimistically at the township coming in thi~ year at $100 to $110 thousand less of what we 

r ceived last year. This is not taking in account that intenst on investments is down. 

blic Comments 
, 0 Rogers swore in the public as a group that wished to ~,peak as follows: Do you solemnly swear or 
firm that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth 
d that this you do as you shall answer under the pains and penalties of petjury. If so, say I do. 

il Guttentag 70 Runkle Drive was sworn in. He support; the tax but does have an issue. He would like 
t see the money in a separate account so they will alway~. be used for what the Trustees are asking for 

d can be accounted for. 

ark Schaff7461 National Road was sworn in. He SUPP(lrtS the Supplemental Township License Tax 
d feels that it is needed for the township to maintain the roads. He is fully supportive of good 
aintenance practices. This tax will be needed to adjust t) the shortfalls that will be coming. The 
crease in tax is not a lot of money for the individual but gives the township significant funds. 

irginia Schaff7461 National Road was sworn in. She Sllpports the tax and is happy to contribute the 
e dollars to maintain our township. She feels we have (~xcellent Trustees and supports their decision 

r garding this tax. 

I 
ark Giesey 18 Burreed Court was sworn in. He represents himself along with the Cumberland Trail 
omeowner's Association. The HOA is against the tax b'~cause it is to wide spread for what they can do 
ith the money. He feels maintaining roads are fine but r,ot to buy a truck and do nothing with the roads. 
e asked if there is a step or a plan that the township will follow to spend the $40 thousand dollars. 

( mberland Trails was built ten years ago and the roads r,eed to be paved He owns five vehicles so this 
ill cost him $25.00. 

Ibert Bliss 9655 York Road was sworn in. He is opposed to this tax. It is not defined enough. He feels 
e original intent of the five dollar tax was for roads not for buildings or vehicles when the State passed 

He stated they should wait for the income from the JE])Z tax. 
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Trustee Carlisle closed the public hearing. He explained thal the Ohio Revised Code defines what this 
money can be used for. As FlO Rogers pointed out previously the township is going to lose potentially 
$20 thousand dollars in the road and bridge fund. The township has put off purchasing another truck this 

II year. The JEDZ money will potentially bring in a lot of money. The JEDZ II has not started and the 
township has not received any money yet. This board is fisc,llly responsible. This is cheaper then going 

, to the voters for a road and bridge levy. Trustee Carlisle revJewed some of the postings from The Newark 
Advocate in support of the tax. The BMV estimates $48 to ~50 thousand dollars in income. The license 
plate tax will require residents living in apartments and mobile home parks to pay directly to the 
township. This tax does not have any administration fees or any funds removed so the township receives 
100% of the money. This is an annual fee. The Board of Tfllstees has the authority to repeal this fee at 
anytime. The township can only implement a five dollar fee It is not permitted to put in a timeframe or 
length of time in the resolution. 

FlO Rogers will add a line item under the road and bridge fu ld for this revenue. The money can not be
 
moved from the road and bridge fund.
 

t Trustee Foor stated Cumberland Trails is one of the more me,dem subdivisions with curbs and gutters. 
II This causes the cost of paving to go up because you can only add so much asphalt to what is out there 

before you have to start grinding it away. The five dollar lic'~nse fee is a nominal fee to impose on the 
residents. 

Trustee Carlisle moved to approve the Supplemental Township License Tax per Ohio Revised Code 
Section 4504.18 as follows: 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 4504.18 provides the Board of Township Trustees of Etna 
. Township, Licking County, Ohio, with the authority to levy an annual license tax upon the operation of 
motor vehicles on the public roads and highways in the unin,;orporated territory of the township; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board of Township Trustees may levy the annual license tax for the purpose of paying 
the costs and expenses of enforcing and administering the tn provided for in this resolution; for the 
construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, and repair of township roads, bridges, and 
culverts; for purchasing, erecting, and maintaining traffic signs, markers, lights, and signals; for 
purchasing road machinery and equipment, and planning, constructing, and maintaining suitable buildings 
to house such equipment; for paying any costs apportioned t·) the township under section 4907.47 of the 
Revised Code; and to supplement revenue already available for such purposes; and, 

WHEREAS, the motor vehicle license tax shall be at the ratc of five dollars per motor vehicle on all 
motor vehicles the owners of which reside in the unincorpor lted area of the township; and, 

WHEREAS, no resolution adopted under Ohio Revised Code Section 4504.18 shall become effective 
sooner than thirty days following its adoption, and such resolution is subject to a referendum in the same 
manner, except as to the form of the petition, as provided in division (H) of section 519.12 of the Revised 
Code for a proposed amendment to a township zoning resolution; and, 

WHEREAS, The Board of Township Trustees has held two public hearings at the Etna Township 
Community Center; the first was held on June 18, 2010 at 6pm, and the second hearing was held on June 
22, 2010 at 6pm; and, 

WHEREAS, The Board of Township Trustees has provided notice of the two public hearings; the first 
notice was published in The Newark Advocate on the 7th da:; of June, 2010, and the second notice was 
published in The Newark Advocate on the 14th day of June, 2010. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Township Trustees of Etna Township, 
Licking County, Ohio has determined that it is necessary to levy an annual license tax upon the operation 
of motor vehicles on the public roads and highways in the u :1incorporated territory of the township; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the tax shall be at the rate of five dollars per motor vehicle on all 
motor vehicles the owners of which reside in the unincorpoJ ated area of the township; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proceeds of the annual license tax shall be used for the purpose of 
paying the costs and expenses of enforcing and administerir.g the tax provided for in this resolution; for 
the construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, and repair of township roads, bridges, and 
culverts; for purchasing, erecting, and maintaining traffic si,sns, markers, lights, and signals; for 
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EIfrl~BR_'fIIER RESOL\lED that the tax shall be at the rate of five donar~er motorvenicle on a~I=I==~====
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I 
IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proceeds of the aJllluallicense tax shall be used for the purpose of 

ying the costs and expenses of enforcing and administering the tax provided for in this resolution; for 
e construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenan';e, and repair of township roads, bridges, and 
Iverts; for purchasing, erecting, and maintaining traffic :;igns, markers, lights, and signals; for 
rchasing road machinery and equipment, and planning, :;onstructing, and maintaining suitable buildings 
house such equipment; for paying any costs apportioned to the township under section 4907.47 of the 
vised Code; and to supplement revenue already availab e for such purposes; and, 

IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall become effective thirty days following its 
option unless a valid petition for referendum has been fi led with the Board of Township Trustees; and, 

IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the license tax imposl:d in accordance with this resolution shall 
c ntinue in effect until repealed; and, 

IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all formal actions rde tive to the passage of this Resolution were 
t ken in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of this Board and of its committees, if 

y, which resulted in formal action, were taken in meetinss open to the public, in full compliance with 
plicable legal requirements, including R.c. Section 121. 22. 

e motion was seconded by Trustee Foor. Discussion: 1 rustee Foor stated the Trustees need to be 
mmitted to revisit this issue if the economy bounces back or the JEDZ money increases. FlO Rogers 
ted this specific line item should be discussed every De';ember. 

e roll call was as follows: Jeff Johnson, no; Randy Fool', yes; and John Carlisle, yes. The motion 
ssed 2-1. 

I stee Johnson moved to adjourn at 6:44 p.m. The moticn was seconded by Trustee Foor and passed by 
hanimous affirmative vote. 

ug-:~~ 
Walter Rogers, Fjs Officer 
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